An extreme and unusual variant of Ramsay Hunt syndrome.
Ramsay Hunt syndrome is characterized by facial nerve paralysis, herpetic vesicles in or around the ear and pain often associated with vestibulocochlear nerve involvement. It is thought to be a cranial polyneuropathy caused by the herpes zoster virus. We present an extreme and unusual variant of this disease with involvement of VIIth, VIIIth, Xth, XIth and XIIth cranial nerves as well as C2-4 sensory dermatomes and profound systemic upset which caused some diagnostic uncertainty.